Alberta’s municipalities are tasked with finding ways to divert waste
from limited landfill space. Taxpayers bear the cost of those diversion
efforts. EPR removes the cost of recycling from taxpayers, and allows

private industry to come up with better ways to reduce waste.

What is EPR?

EPR stands for Extended Producer Responsibility. Simply put, EPR shifts the costs of
managing recyclable materials from municipalities to producers. This starts with a
mandate to producers through provincial legislation. Full EPR moves financial AND
operational responsibility to producers.

Is this new?
No. In fact, many other provinces already have some form of EPR. We are in the
enviable position of being able to learn from the mistakes of others, and take part in

setting the trend for Canada.

What type of products are we talking about?

DID YOU KNOW?

We are talking about the packaging and paper you would

typically put in your curbside recycling bin, or take to a Albertans are paying TWICE for
recycling depot recycling. EPR could change
) that!

Who are the producers?

They are a diverse group of suppliers, importers, first-sellers, brand-owners, retailers
and manufacturers—think Canadian Tire, Walmart, London Drugs, Shoppers Drug Mart,
Sobeys, Unilever, Proctor and Gamble, etc. They can choose to either fulfill their EPR
obligations individually, or by cooperating through a producer responsibility organization
(PRO).

We already recycle things like bottles and tires. How is this different?

Product stewardship already exists in Alberta through programs for materials like
electronics, paint, tires and used oil operated by organizations such as the Alberta
Recycling Management Authority. These programs put the vast majority of recycling
costs on municipal taxpayers. EPR is a special type of product stewardship that shifts
costs from taxpayers to producers, AND incentivizes industry to find ways to waste less,
and recycle more by making them financially and operationally responsible.
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How is this going to impact businesses—large or small?

If your business is not a producer then you will be absolved of whatever fee you might
pay for recycling.

If your business is a large producer operating in other Canadian provinces, you are
already including the costs of EPR programs in the price of your products. If not, you
may be obligated to start doing so under an Alberta EPR program. However, it is
common practice to exempt small producers from EPR requirements. Businesses will
also get the freedom to find the most efficient way to reduce or recycle the by-products
of their business, rather than relying on government to have your best interests in mind
by doing it for you.

Is this just another tax on Albertans?

Actually, it is the opposite. Producers are already incorporating the costs of EPR in
other provinces into their national product pricing. The fact that taxpayers here are
funding Albertan recycling programs means that Albertans are currently paying for
recycling TWICE when they buy a box of cereal, and paying for recycling programs
ELSEWHERE.

Establishing EPR in Alberta would remove a
tax on Albertans. In 2016, producers provided
more than $367 million to fund provincially-

SR Sl 2R Lo s (e regulated paper and packaging recycling across
Cg;’;‘j\,fhso‘;v‘;rfogz';mgu‘;?gft‘f;te\:vme Canada. Alberta received $0. Establishing EPR
withstand shocks, and even create jobs. here would change that. By some estimates,
EPR could reduce spending on recycling by

$63M annually for Alberta communities.

DID YOU KNOW?

Why do you need $25,000?

This will be your contribution to a study that will document the current—and complex—
system for collecting and recycling packaging and paper throughout Alberta. The
baseline study is imperative for developing an EPR framework in Alberta. It will involve
interviews and meetings across the province as well as extensive data collection to
describe the pre-EPR market dynamics. Data will be gathered from municipalities,
counties, municipal districts, not-for-profit organizations, for-profit companies offering
paper and packaging services directly to residents, and from processors of paper and
packaging materials.

For more information, please email Councillor Peter Demong at
wardl4@calgary.ca
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